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Public Inquiry in Wales

September 2005 saw the largest ever outbreak of E.coli 0157 in Wales and the second largest in the UK. The outbreak
affected more than 150 people, most of whom were children in 44 schools across four local authority areas. Thirty one

people were admitted to hospital and tragically, five year old Mason Jones died.

The E.coli Public Inquiry started taking evidence in public on Tuesday 12th February when it began a six week
programme of oral hearings. The Inquiry was set up by the National Assembly for Wales and is chaired by Professor
Hugh Pennington, a microbiologist with an international reputation. It is independent of both the Welsh Assembly
Government and the National Assembly for Wales. A full transcript of each day’s proceedings is published on the
Inquiry’s web site www.ecoliinquirywales.org to enable people to keep in touch with the Inquiry’s work. More information

on the actual days and times of the Inquiry’s sittings will also be available on the web site.

The Inquiry was set up in March 2006 and has been running for nearly two years. To the end of December 2007 it has

cost approximately £800,000.

Progress was affected by the police investigation into the death of Mason Jones and subsequently by the prosecution by
local authorities of John Tudor & Son, the business at the centre of the outbreak. The Inquiry’s approach meant it has
been able to make progress in parallel with the criminal proceedings but only since last September, when the criminal

proceedings ended, was it completely free to complete its task.

HUSH AGM—Saturday 5th April
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In Guy’s Thatched Hamlet, Bilsborrow , near Garstang, Preston at 1.30 pm
(time may be slightly flexible due to members’ travelling arrangements)

This year's AGM is slightly later than usual due to the timing of Easter. It is open to all members, their families and
anyone concerned about E.coli 0157.

In a relaxed atmosphere, we will discuss topics associated with the bacterium, hear what the HUSH representatives
have been doing, and also plan what action is to be taken during the coming year. It is also an excellent opportunity to
meet other like-minded individuals.

If you require overnight accommodation Guy’s Thatched Hamlet can be contacted by telephone on 01995 640849.
Their web site is: www.guysthatchedhamlet.co.uk

If you are planning to attend it would be helpful if you could inform Ishbel, the HUSH Co-ordinator, by telephoning:
01261 842314 or by e-mailing : hush@ecoli-uk.com

Charity No: SC 0269745 Freephone: 0800 731 4679 www.ecoli-uk.com




Significant Statistics

In a recent FSA (Food Standards Agency) Board paper on food safety it was reported that the UK
incidence rates for E.coli O157 from 2000-06 are as follows (cases per 100,000 population). It was
stressed that because of the low number of annual cases, incidence in Northern Ireland and Scotland
show considerable year-to-year variation due at least in part to the occurrence of large outbreaks.

E.coli 0157 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Change
2005-06
UK 1.75 1.57 1.37 1.30 1.36 1.70 1.88 +10.8%
England and 1.51 1.32 1.13 1.12 1.16 1.56 1.64 +5.0%
Wales
Scotland 3.87 3.96 3.88 2.60 3.63 2.79 4.24 +51.7%
Northern 2.90 2.30 1.59 2.92 0.99 2.77 2.53 -8.8%
Ireland

The following table shows the estimated economic costs (£ millions) of foodborne diseases in England
and Wales:

Year NHS Lost earnings and Pain and suffering Total cost
other expenses

2000 36 167 1,541 1,744
2001 n/a n/a n/a n/a

2002 n/a n/a n/a n/a

2003 25 111 1,232 1,368
2004 30 125 1,505 1,660
2005 26 111 1,274 1,411
2006 28 125 1,332 1,484

Calculations showed that the estimated economic savings (£ millions) resulting from the decline in the
burden of foodborne diseases in England and Wales (over the same timescale) would have been:

Year NHS Lost earnings and Pain and suffering Total cost
other expenses

2001 n/a n/a n/a n/a

2002 n/a n/a n/a n/a

2003 11 57 309 376

2004 6 42 37 85

2005 10 57 267 333

2006 8 43 209 260

Cumulative 34 198 822 1,055

2001-06

Estimates for the total burden of disease in 2001 and 2002 are not available. In estimating the cumulative
changes from 2000-05 it was assumed that the number of cases, hospitalisations and deaths remained at
2000 levels for these years.
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HUSH, PO Box 159, Hayes, Middlesex, UB4 SXE

Donations can be sent to above address or made via a secure internet site—www. justgiving.com/hush/donate/
(UK Taxpayers will be able to boost their donations by 28% at no extra cost to themselves on the website)



